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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 883/2024

IN THE MATTER OF:

NEWS ITEM TITLED "EXPERTS FLAG LARGE-SCALE CLEARING OF
VEGETATION IN MIRZAPUR FOREST" APPEARING IN THE
HINDUSTAN TIMES DATED 03.07.2024

INDEX
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1. | AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 1 IN
COMPLIANCE OF ORDER DATED 23.07.2024
PASSED BY THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN
TRIBUNAL, PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

2. | TRUE COPY OF THE LETTER DATED 18.03.2025
ALONG WITH COMPLIANCE REPORT IS ANNEXED
HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-1

THROUGH COUNSEL

BHANWAR PM JADON

STANDING COUNSEL FOR THE STATE OF U.P.
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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, p P
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI  |C| %/ %

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 8832024 -\ Nothq

IN THE MATTER OF:

NEWS ITEM TITLED "EXPERTS FLAG LARGE-SCALE CLEARING OF
VEGETATION IN MIRZAPUR FOREST" APPEARING IN THE
HINDUSTAN TIMES DATED 03.07.2024

AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 1IN COMPLIANCE OF
ORDER DATED 23.07.2024 PASSED BY THE HON’BLE NATIONAL
GREEN TRIBUNAL, PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

I MAMEESH MEFIAL , aged about 4T years, S/o Shri PAM AUTAR ML

posted as Chief Conservator of Forests, Mirzapur, State of U.P., do hereby most

solemnly state and affirm as under:

1. That by virtue of the authorization letter dated 18.03.2025, the undersigned
has been duly empowered to file the present affidavit on behalf of the
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Head of Department State of
Uttar Pradesh. The submissions set forth herein are solely made in

accordance with the instructions dated 05.02.20235, as prqvide:d-; by he:

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Head of Departiﬁérnt,wlsi 9

)
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Uttar Pradesh, pursuant to the aforementioned authorization letter dated

18.03.2025.

True copy of letter dated 18.03.2025 along with compliance report is annexed herewith

and marked as ANNEXURE-1.

L DIRECTIONS OF THE HON’BLE TRIBUNAL

2. That the Hon’ble Tribunal vide order dated 23.07.2024 directed the

Respondent No. 1 to file their response to the issues raised in the present

Original Application. The relevant paragraph of the order is as stated below:

“...10. Hence, we implead following as respondents in this matter:

()

(i)

{ti3)

(iv)

11. Issue notice to the above Respondents for filing their re:{;;onw"{

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Uttar Pradesh,
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Govt, of Uttar
Pradesh, 17, RanaPratapMarg, Lucknow, (Uttar
Pradesh)- 226001

Chief Wildlife Warden, Uttar Pradesh, 17,
RanaPratapMarg, Lucknow 226001, Uttar Pradesh
Ministry of Envieonment, Forest and Climate Change,
Through its Regional Office, Integrated Regional Office,
KendrivaBhawan, 5th Floor, Secior “H”, Aliganj,
Lucknow — 226020

District Magistrate, Mirzapur, Rambagh R{ifﬁamazpazﬁ, '
Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh 231001 o

# A

P

Q
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atleast one week before the next date of hearing...”

3. That in compliance with the Hon’ble Tribunal’s Order dated 23.07.2024, the
following submissions are made as per the instructions provided by the
Respondent No.l1 Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Head of
Department, State of U.P.

II. ACTIONS TAKEN PURSUANT TO ORDER DATED 23.07.2024

4. That the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Head of Department,
U.P., Lucknow, in compliance with the order dated 23.07.2024 passed by the

Hon’ble Tribunal, constituted a committee via letter dated 25.10.2024.

5. That the committee held its final mesting and submitted a detailed report
(Annexure-A of ANNEXURE-1) on 02.01.2025 to the Principal Chief

Consetvator of Forests and Head of Department, U.P., Lucknow.

6. Based on the Hon’ble NGT order dated 23.07.2024 and the committee
constituted by the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Head of
Department, U.P., Lucknow vide order dated 25.10.2024, the conclusions as
mentioned in letter dated 5.02.2025 are as follows:

1. With respect to Para-2 of the Hon’ble NGT order dated 23.07.2(}2?

based on the committee's report, it has been concluded that n'o'l_and/h__ :

o



ii.

330

been identified as “Forest Like Area” by the district-level committee
constituted as per government directives in Village DadariKhurd under
Madihan Range of District Mirzapur. Further, in the proposed project by
Mirzapur Thermal Energy U.P. Pvt. Ltd. in Village DadariKhurd, out of
the total area of 262.16 acrés notified under Section 20 of the Indian
Forest Act, 1927, an area of 1.63 hectares is proposed for non-forestry
purposes for access road and pipeline. The proposal for this is under due
process for approval under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.

The committee in its report dated 02.01.2025 has stated the following
with respect to Notification No. 617/XIV dated 11.10.1952:

“In compliance with the letter No. 1705/81-2-2019-800(64)/2016 dated
26.08.2019 from the Special Secretary, U.P. Government, Environment,
Forest and Climate Change Section-2, Luckfiow (Annexure-4), the
District Magistrate, Mirzapur constituted a joint team of the Revenue
Department and the Forest Department and was required to provide a
clear report along with relevint records. Accordingly, a joint inspection
report dated 28.02.2024, provided via District Magistrate’s Letter No.
1916/Zi.Bhu.Vya.Li-2023/Thermal AUP Pvt. Ltd. dated 29 February
2024, was examined. It was clarified that all land (264.88 acres) avgila];_lg

in Village DadariKhurd under Schedule-2 of Government. Ordér
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iv.
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617/XIV dated 11.10.1952 was handed over to the Forest Department.
The remaining land could not be handed over at that time as it was not
available and is currently also not possible to be handed over. Hence,
other parcels of land, including land purchased by Welspun, are not in the
form of deemed forest and are not covered as forest.” (4nnexure-4 Page 43-46)
The District Magistrate, Mirzapur, in his report dated 29.02.2024
(Annexure-7), has clearly stated that in the forest department’s Gazette
Notification No. 617 dated 11.10,1952, for Village DadariKhurd of
District Mirzapur, at page number 1225, Serial Nos: 244 and 248, an area
of 800 and 843 acres respectively was recorded. However, in the revenue
records (Khasra year 1359 Fasli, i.e., 1952), the total area of the said
village is 1209.562 acres.(Annexure-7 Page 51-57)

Therefore, it is evidently proven from the revenue records that the total
area of forest land mentioned in the 1952 nofification (1643 acres) is
erroneous, as under no circomstances can it exceed the total village area
of 1209.562 acres.

It is also noteworthy that Notification No, 5564/XIV dated 27 December
1955 under Section 4 of the Indian Forest Act, 1927, was issued for 800

acres of land in Village DadariKhurd. This was subsequently partially™

revised vide Notification No. 23(2)36(bY/14-1-67 dated 24 July 1967
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under which 264.88 acres (423 Bigha 12 Biswa) of land was notified
under Section 4 of the Indian Forest Act, 1927.In line with this,
Notification No. 4646/14-2-20(41)-77 dated 20.07.1977 was issued under
Section 20 of the Indian Forest Act, 1927, declaring 6 plots—01 Mi, 24
Mi, 73/1, 74 Mi, 184, and 185—with a total area of 419 Bigha 09
Biswaf(i.e., 262.29 acres) as reserved forest, which is duly recorded in the
current Khatauni (land records).

In compliance with the letter dated 26.08.2019 (Annexure-4) from the
Special Secretary, U.P. Government, Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Section-2, the joimt inspection reporf sent by the District
Magistrate, Mirzapur, dated 29.02.2024 (Annexure-7), has confirmed that
the land purchased by Welspun does not include any deemed forest. This
report was forwarded by the Divisional Forest Officer, Mirzapur through
his letter dated 02 March 2024 to the Special Secretary, U.P.
Government, Environment, Forest and Climate Change Section-2, with
copies sent to the Additional Chief Secretary, U.P. Government,
Lucknow, and Chief Conservator of Forests/Nodal Forest Officer, U.P.,
Lucknow, in reference to Letter No. 398/1 1-_(_3-\ |

FT/UP/Thermal/14236/2015 dated 27.08.2019.

)
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v. In compliance with the Government of U.P. letter dated 26.08.2019
(Annexure-4), the District Magistrate, Mirzapur / Revenue Department
(Regarding Land Issues: Custodian Government / Revenue Department)
has explicitly stated that the land purchased by Welspun does not include
any deemed forest. Hence, the joint inspection report referred to in
District Magistrate, Mirzapur's letter dated 29.02.2024 (Annexure-7)

regarding notification no-617, appears.

7. That vide letter dated 15.01.2025, the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
and Head of Department, U.P., Lucknow, sought a report from the Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), Lucknow, on points 4, 5, 6, and 7 of
the order dated 23.07.2024 issued by the Hon’ble Tribunal. The Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), U.P., Lucknow submitted the report
vide letter dated 03.02.2025 (Annexure-B), from which the conclusions are
as follows:

i. PARA 4
“...4. The article highlights that this area is part of the proposed Sloth
Bear Conservation Reserve and is a crucial habitat for exceptionally
rich and threatened wildlife of the savannah and tropical, dry-.

deciduous hill forests of the unique Vindhyan-Kaimoor' '_e.6¢§5)_s'tgnx. A%

\ e N
S ‘::‘:.!' /
. . o t'
d 'l ™, _,,'
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This ecosystem also includes at least 24 terrestrial animals listed in
Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act 1972. Species documented in
the area include Sloth Bear, Leopard, Bengal Fox, Striped Hyena,
Asiatic Wild Cat, Rusty Spotted Cat, Sambar, Chinkara, Blackbuck
and Mugger Crocodile. The range is also a haven for birding, with
grassland species such as the Indian Courser, Yellow-Wattled
Lapwing, Sandgrouse, Savannah Nightjar and several other species,
many of which are endemic, threatened, and migratory...”

As per the report of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife), U.P., Lucknow, letter dated 03.02.2025 (Annexure-B) with
regard to Hon’ble NGT order dated 23.07.2024, it is stated that
“Biodiversity Assessment and Preparation of Conservation
Management Plan (including wildlife)” was conditionally ‘approved

by letter dated 15.10.2014.

PARA 5
“..5. The article also brings o light that the same sife was once

proposed for a 1320 MW Coal-based Thermal Power Plant by M/S

Welspun Energy UP) Pvt Ltd, which was later transferred 'io 3

_ | A
Mirzapur Energy (UP) Pvt Ltd. When the project was Stiyix?ilﬁ
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Welspun Energy, its environmental clearance was set aside by the
Principal Bench of the National Green Tribunal in DebadityoSinha v.
Union of India on December 21 2016, with a direction to restore the
site to its original condition. Mirzapur Thermal Energy (UP) Private
Limited (MTEUPPL), a subsidiary of Adani Power Limited has now
applied for fresh terms of reference (TOR). The proposal states it’s for
a 2x800 MW Coal based Ultra Super Critical Thermal Power Project
(TPP)...”

As per the report of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlifs), U.P., Lucknow, letter dated 03.02.2025 (Annexure-B) with
regard to Hon’ble NGT order dated 23.07.2024, it is stated thﬁ'lt
environmental clearance procedures are beyond the jurisdiction of the

Forest Department. Hence, no comments are required on this point.

jiit. PARAG6
“...6. It is further stated that the entire area of dpproximately 1000
acres where the project is proposed is surrounded by notified Reserve
Forest in all directions and is located deep inside the Marihan Forest -

Range of the Mirzapur Division. This area is significantly impon_‘aﬁi_fg,? ¥
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Jfor wi{dl:ﬁ: and catchment of several rivers which flows and originate
vight inside the project site...”

As per the report of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife), U.P., Lucknow, letter dated 03.02.2025 (Annexure-B) with
regard to Hon’ble NGT order dated 23.07.2024, it is stated that the
project site at Village DadariKhurd, Tehsil-Sadar, District-Mirzapur is
situated adjoining Danti Reserved Forest (south), Sukhnaai Reserved
Forest (north), and Dadhiram Reserved Forest (east). Hence, the
presence of wildlife in the vicinity is natural. However, no specific

wildlife population data is maintained for the particular location.

PARA 7

“.. 7. The above news item indicates violation of the praovisions of The
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980..."

As per the report of the Principgl Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife), U.P., Lucknow, letter dated 03.02.2025 (Annexure-B) with
regard to Hon’ble NGT order dated 23.07.2024, it is stated thatNo,

deforestation or non-forestry activity has been verified Wlthmh

A

Reserved Forest area. S5, I~

10
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8. Hence, the present affidavit is being filed for the kind consideration and
perusal of this Hon’ble Tribunal.

9. I state that everything stated above has been stated by me in my official
capacity on and derived from the approved instructions dated 05.02.2025

and I state that nothing material has been concealed therefrom.

DEP(QI{Q ENT

Verified st NOIDA on this 92 day of MAY, 2025, that the contents

VYERIFICATION

of the above affidavit from paragraphs 1 to 9 afe believed to Be true
correct to the hest of my knowledge and belief. No part of it is false and
nothing material hias been concealed therefrom.

DEPONENT




338 ANNEXURE-1

‘ sferscayel / fraa [ 21.08.2025 /e gt
mwgﬁaaﬁﬂmaﬁ?ﬁﬁnﬂwa SRR ¥, TGS

THAE-BI0H0 270 /63-2(NGT) o=, fiw, 7, 18-, 2025,
Sk | T

ffga— =m0 Iy sRa aftrevor 93 el g™ Original Appllcatmn No 883/2024 News item Titled
“Experts Flags Large-scale clearing of vegetation in Mirzapur Forest” Appearing in the
Hindustan Times Dated 03.07.2024 & ¥ ¥ |

HEW— 1. TAERY], 99 U9 Werary uRate A9aNi-2 &1 INE TH-UH0S0E0 39 /81—2—2025, faHie

18.03.2025.

2. 39 PHCIY & TF-DI0B0 2354 / 65—2 (Touiiodo), f20 05.02.2025 U5 v5 ®od0 2707 /65—2
(Tiosiiocio), f&o 17.03.2025 (& o+ & WG @ amus! gwifea 2).
HeTed,
SWRIT Hefia ITHeT U faAie 18.03.2025 gRT e oy wra ge 2, R s afwr fe
B
2. B GH W Y3 T8 FEd &1 MG 2 B 5 Sgo wefig uz e 05.02.2025 TH
el 17.03.2025 & 37 # yxaIfaa wU—TF &g Sfeafad Rgar smen W fFrafoReg wef wd
uftel & S gl UqT @Y S &
(@) feamrener srater grr fAvgar smen | sifha deal &1 g 56 et | e e
foran SR ey ey fBGl H1 e § I 8¢ A0 ISR § ST Wiorerie—us
anfe siee exex yardl Ivd) g @) ST qer |0 rrdeRer | ok s ¥,
PrAATE! UG WiRT U B GHI-99G UR ST BRdT S |
() fasife de@a—617 / XIV &% 11.10.1952 Fﬁ'T of% Fegel wrar sv 7 SHS HeieE §
FUTR AAH FHTAATE] qAf¥ad B T ...
3T I fA9a® Y=o F Ul %’c‘ﬁm Forar T  for
i- S vl TS ARy & f[dg-2(F) 4 Slewiag v %0 05.022025 T4 0 17.03.2025
(doStormo uft a1 W I ufia) & g ¥ Y aopT a1 H g A wawure f¥E
ST, v siftrge, "o wHowiodlo W WHEY i HR SRy @ R 9 uly
-7 130 21032025 ¥ YF IR HT GARET BX g Ho T H AEF teraamret
& 9% FxT §¢ g8 & I GaTa el @ 6 99 gearmed Sule v a9
@ HrEaEl 9 Agfud o |
iii- S afvld IS 99 @ Uv2(@) W Fifod e SEaE @ o FEw 9 8¢ § 39
T W aTYS UF 2672 /08I0 / 10%e, (&A% 17.03.2025 U HEH O s, q-aIfierd
U9 g9 FRIEw, S0Y0, IS ¥ WAed wifia $% AT ier GraE! s giifed
P |
yepxeT Afreeayel & vd wras @7 wiefhear # 8| o g enueT afd enmreer uE @i
Friare! Sad fRAg—i vd il W IFIEER B 9T |
Hea—1. AEeEd U3 &% 18.03.2025 |

2. BIOBO 2354 /65—2 (THoG0EI0), f&0 05.02.2025.
3. PIOBO 2707 /65—2 (THOSHOLN0), &0 17.03.2025.

T Y a R ﬂhﬂwmaw
#3080, TETF |

p)C

12
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dear— 27 24) /(1) Swfife
yferferfa: o

1. Y@ |fE, TRy, 99 U9 wedrg qRade g2, Sovo W &l e wn i
18.032025 & B9 ¥ 23 T fdy R Yoeed U9 sngvaw FRiEmw! Bq e |
2. 1 ¥qwurel e wem, Wl sffgddr, "o gHostiodlo @1 Wefia et uF fadie
18032025 FT Fer B BU 9 SR & W UG o & 99 uH | ufedid e
U5 BloB0 2354 /65—2 (THOW0N0), R0 05.02.2025 TF TF BloBO 2707 /65—2 (THOTHOLI0),
f&0 17.03.2025 BT F—Ae & ARAA | FUH YT 2|
56w H g o e, SRR AU, AROTR 1 STer R T friw o 9w
AR AT WY SR BT @Y U9 SElEweN @ AR 0 (% g9 AR, AR
Use, MRTR) @) Ui w9e—u= "o THoshodo # e w o) st wR e ma &
are faei® 21.03.2025 1 15T & |

B u s A ﬁ__t a:{‘
Al L .
VG iG] Vf:jrr j~30%0, @ |

o .T:"'f:h{?l- ¢

wer-R1 2V) /(o) swfimifen
grer—

1. WY U o9 e, a9 U4 g, So%0, TS Pl 9@ A 2054/ 10—1(@EH), {0
03.02.2025 & &9 H Fael U4 aegSs HrAATEl £q U |
2. WU §TA T TReTh, SGHU U4 SRIAST, 900, FETE F SN T4 187 / TH0S0E0, fR0
’

00.01.2025 @ &9 H oYl U Aawd HIUATE! &g WHH | .
)
B werirai (geirer Yemi)
Wﬂ B L ﬁigqﬁ%ﬁl fpeens,
v 3720 (3) sefetn
yferferf—

1. eI 9 W, Y-aferd U9 a9 deEwd, 9000, wede o Hefid 79 Aren
THF—TH00EI0 39 /81—2—2025, fEH 18032025 (= WY -9 W) & fag—2(@) W
far T frdw W wfad sieR @RfarEl B Wi |

2. WEH 99 GXES /Aed AHR, a6 HReor ud Faef afifam—1980 (e Henfee), Sovo,
IS B Gl O3 STea Taie-Hoshodto 39 /81—2-2025, [RATE 18.03.2025 (R Ul
§ 9 W) B g2 (@) w A T Fdy W wfE sueR BIgE &g 9|

3. WG I G, PIEH, SON0, UGG P GAMY T FUTR HTND Draare] £ Wi |

Hor 1 —IURIGTTN |

W™ T 39 e SR e,
L8050, TG |

»)C

13
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I TG
7 @fm, Byruads W ST WD R )
3000 A w27
UE AW g9 Heews AR Resromegaey, - \Q’E\—-f:{fmoi}—u
3R U8 TEAF|

WY, & v Sreary WRade W2 waes: Rars 18-03-2025
Rz~ 70 I wRa Hfewor a8 Rereft v Original Application No. 883/2024 News item Titled

“Experts Flag Large-Scale Clearing of Vegetation in Mirzapur Forest" Appearing in The Hindustan
Times Dated 03.07.2024 & @a@ey 3|

¥,
504G Rvae 30 gaid-wo%0-2354/68-2 (THONOA0) ReAF 05.02.2025 TF THEH-
BOF0-2707/6§-2 (TAONOA0) RAT 17.03.2025 P FUA Wegs! Tew1 a3 T T FY , ey
HTA § HOTO HEA-883/2024 F O AWAWMRIGIT g7 WS I RAF 23.07.2024 F HH
ﬁmﬁavm-w?amywmwaammmmmﬂmﬁmﬂm%l
2- FH WHEY A R AT ve W ey § & R Saa wefifa wv Rerw 05.02.2025
e 17.03.2025 & pH A g aey-uT 3 seRe fegar s W SR adt v
ufedyt & N Iy uwa B o E - :
- Wj-mmmmm#MMﬁw:aaWQMW
forr Srdom sar v Rt # e # @y @ wo R # wEwsTE grwy OF
e o wua wedy tedt g A s @ e mraReR g afiE et @, wrdand

UEAT Hied WHT B WHG- WAT GT HIIT B A
(@) =R FE@-617/XIV, BA® 11.10.1952 3 @y JRQ wrar srw @ swd @G ¥ wEaEy

# I IravEE wEad giafa & g )
Fel: FRY ¥ 6 Pua GuEE A # SWIGAGER IR HavEs srdad g
A A FYC T
c_’f_i\lﬁf{ " Signed by
‘@JQEW;”"M : " e oy Shailendra Kumar
LT . , .
Py AL so ohy DAl 18:03-2025 20:51:06
. : Reiz _
mﬁﬁwmmmﬁmmmmﬂm:mﬁwmw
FEarEr & afa .
o,
- (deeg AR
3u wfEa|
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[
Wuﬂﬁﬂmaﬁﬂwﬂsaﬁ?ﬁﬂwa IR UQE, oGS |
U h—hI0BH0— 7 gz//ss(—z (T0SM0EN0) foTicp, wraTas, weadiog , 2025

A
yqE wfud,
BOYO TR,
QATRYl, 97 Ud STerary URacs SH-2,
TETS |

fawa: #0 IS gRT 3rferdwor, T3 faoell g™ Original Application No. 883/2024 News

Item Titled "Experts Flag Large-Scale Clearing of Vegetation in Mirzapur Forest"
Appearing in The Hindustan Times Dated 03.07.2024 # 9TRT 3M<¥ faie 23.07.2024.

el A0 TAOSTOEI0 &1 JMRY 0 23.07.2024 (W Uy §—3e W) |
HRICY,

fawerTd gexor Ao =rreRer & aqe fRo 23072024 F S OARSUGR G wMAT sl
AR W & Ur-get gd # ARSMgR oFfe gl gt mofto g aefnl @Y Wi /9
R T B B /Teb—HN wfed /o o B el Rgell w wum g= @ wWew ud
fewreger, Sovo Ud weM w1 99 WRerd, 9 S, Sovo § RUIE @Y emET @ W ¥

2. oA H BRIG WOF A 99 WREd AR fIMETEE SoWo oheRs @ UF WEl—
1426 /632 (T0STI0EI0) fT1® 25.10.2024 ERT UL &g 47 Niverd, SFSAYT TG PRIGIGHI, F0HO
TS DI AeGET H U AW BT TR fhAr T, qun gl 9 wRfag fwat woAn
TAosflodio & e feo 23.07.2024 W IH PRGW B UHBG-2191/69—2 (TH0S0N0) Rw
15.01.2025 & YeITT H&F 9 RETH, 977 Siid, S090 & =T "l W off W g e (Herae—a
UG Hele—4) o= o) agarsare UiNe €

I AR W IR ® fF w0 gHosNodlo & ey fRo 23.07.2024 (3vexe WRY o) @

AU H Sl ¥el YKR—2 TR BT TH FHAE B FH H qgaR Aol TR qud-uF H
AT (Heh—W) @ dellda B AJAGT T BT H G BY dlfe H0 TH0SH0S0 F
e fafdr o 19.02.2025 & g <iRyer faar o @ |

Hel T —SIRIFI X |

( o
U & 9+ ERETh 3R formeny,
. {S0%0, TRITS |
T QQS’L; / ()agfeaifea |
faferfe =1 sl @1 @10 TAoshiodlo & emewr fio 23.07.2024 & &H # Mot d
STUTR HATTIS: HRIATE B A—
1. VEH A& g9 AR&d, 99 Sild, S0W0 |
2. GE I I ¥ARED, AGHV UG HRIGISH], TOHO |
3. AT 99 WxeTd, HIRGIYR AUEd, AROMYR &1 A0 THOSHOE0 & e 20 23.07.2024
& @ H 39 e & a ufT 5 ueE @ WeR [Eed #] aeeR e

GRS Y—TF B T (FeATp—d) U% 919 & DR GHARAd BN d
RN B AR A FufRa [ 19022025 ¥ HREMT
el o | e

W

( )
e H& 9 EREd AR fommee,
#3070, TGS |

C:\Users\RenulDownloads\FINAL 04.02.2025 PLAN B 883 2024 NGT (1) (1).doc 1 5 1
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(HerTa—)
HI0 TS BRe 31fAHR0T, 7§ fAeell §IRT Original Application No. 883/2024 News Item

Titled "Experts Flag Large-Scale Clearing of Vegetation in Mirzapur Forest" Appearing in The
Hindustan Times Dated 03.07.2024 ¥ UIRT STQ¥ f&H1% 23.07.2024 & B9 § e—

. Y
1. 710 SISO & GRT fATd 23.07.2024 BT QY TRT o 72y 8, S Fretaq
a—

".... 2.The matter relates to the large scale clearing of a deemed forest area in Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh
for a thermal power project being developed by the Adani Group. As per the article,
environmentalists have highlighted large-scale clearing of vegetation using heavy machinery, and
construction of roads and other structures in a forested area adjoining Dadri Khurd in Marihan Range
of Mirzapur Forest Division of Uttar Pradesh.

3. The article states that the area was to be notified a forest in 1952, but wasn’t, and now risks being
developed under the terms of The Forest Conservation Amendment Act or the Van (Sanrakshan
Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam 2023 which exempts unrecorded deemed forests altogether from its
purview, paving way for their diversion for various infrastructure and other projects.

4. The article highlights that this area is part of the proposed Sloth Bear Conservation Reserve and is a
crucial habitat for exceptionally rich and threatened wildlife of the savannah and tropical dry
deciduous hill forests of the unique Vindhyan-Kaimoor ecosystem. This ecosystem also includes at
least 24 terrestrial animals listed in Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act 1972. Species
documented in the area include Sloth Bear, Leopard, Bengal Fox, Striped Hyena, Asiatic Wild Cat,
Rusty Spotted Cat, Sambar, Chinkara, Blackbuck and Mugger Crocodile. The range is also a haven for
birding, with grassland species such as the Indian Courser, Yellow-Wattled Lapwing, Sandgrouse,
Savannah Nightjar and several other species, many of which are endemic, threatened, and
migratory.

5. The article also brings to light that the same site was once proposed for a 1320 MW Coal-based
Thermal Power Plant by M/S Welspun Energy UP) Pvt Ltd, which was later transferred to Mirzapur
Energy (UP) Pvt Ltd. When the project was still with Welspun Energy, its environmental clearance
was set aside by the Principal Bench of the National Green Tribunal in Debadityo Sinha v. Union of
India on December 21 2016, with a direction to restore the site to its original condition. Mirzapur
Thermal Energy (UP) Private Limited (MTEUPPL), a subsidiary of Adani Power Limited has now
applied for fresh terms of reference (TOR). The proposal states it's for a 2x800 MW Coal based Ultra
Super Critical Thermal Power Project (TPP).

. It is further stated that the entire area of approximately 1000 acres where the project is proposed is
surrounded by notified Reserve Forest in all directions and is located deep inside the Marihan Forest
Range of the Mirzapur Division. This area is significantly important for wildlife and catchment of
several rivers which flows and originate right inside the project site. 3

7. The above news item indicates violation of the provisions of The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986

and Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980...."
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T ), o e # YT 9% 99 WRerd (970 Wid), oREeS; aue Bt
& UAIH 2054 /10—1(@IE B) T 03.02.2025 B AEgH A RUIE Iuerar )
g (Ruic @t ufdy derw— (@) 2 )
1— A0 T0SHI0EI0 & S MM R0 23.07.2024 TG W qw&T o 6veis @ik
farmegs, Sowo w@we gRT T WARY Ro 25102024 W s fAeraq

=

(37) #Ho TFoSIoo & e ISy o 23.07.2024 & TRAR—2 WX ERART
Sa RUIE & R W I8 freed grr wrar R b oue Ao @
Af$e N9 erta o™ <l gd # urie A @ w9 F wfed s
mﬁawﬁ%mﬁ%ﬁ"wwm"ﬁwﬁmﬂﬁﬁﬁ%
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A, 1980 @ STTIT yvdTd UfHaRE ¥ |

(@) wfAfa grr s Raré fastier 02.01.2025 3 fsifa w@m—617 /x1v fReis
11101952 & \e-e H 179 w0 9 Seord g - Rgfa e 617/
X1V faTie 11.10.1952 & g § 9y wfr, Sovo o TafaRoT @ Ug
ARy ORI SgE -2 dEES; B U GEIT-1705 /81—2—2019—
800(64) /2016 fa0 26.082019 (He9d—4) & Squie # Fremrer
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W SUCTe WHRT A (26488 U@S) a9 AT BT Sucier @7 & T o
Ud Ay Y TR € SUGR | B @ SRY a9 WA @1 R o
AT el A1 Ud qiqe # ot wwiad 98 & U9 39 UeR oM @il @
g o 9T & gRT wa @ T o w2 9' PIRke a9 @
®YH T8 E UG 99 9 Iewied 8l 2

(7)) forermierer ARSIYR gRT 39 Hrfey U5 e 29.02.2024 (HerTa—7)
& AT 3 UG RUE F v wu § SReRad fear @ B R
11101952 a7 fT & Ife Aifefrae HWo—617 # Rren AemR @
TS Ga B0 Al & US GAT-1225 D HT 60244 T 248 W
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C:\Users|\Renu\Dewnloads\FINAL 04.02.2025 PLAN B B53 2024 NGT (1) [1}.doc 1 8 3



345
31 oI J1feg ¥ W w9 | YT 81ar 2 6 a9 o & 1952 &
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20.07.1977 §RT YR & SA&F—H 1927 &1 gR—20 & r=<Fld G 06
arel—o01 Ao, 24 Mo, 73/1, 74 0, 184 TF 185 Tl YT 419 dET 09
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adAr EdiH # & B

fasiy wfya Sodo, e wAfaRer, 99 ©d Werdrg gRac T2
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(@) Sodo WA b YA faAlb  26.082019 (HelFb—4) & IUTSH  H
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Governemnt/Revenue Department) gIXT YZd ﬂ:&l D WY H W wY o
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I fasifeq Fo—617 & W H fien@eRl ARemyR & vz feAle
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HI0 IR e sRa arferever, <18 fwoll §IRT Original Application No. 883/2024

News Item Titled "Experts Flag Large-Scale Clearing of Vegetation in Mirzapur Forest"
Appearing in ® GRE A SR T T 99 GRED N UGS S0W0 ARG,

® TIRIAT-1426 / 65—2 (T0SN0LN0) 75 25 sracsx 2024 W wioa wfAfer weme
@ 91 HRED IJGHAYT T4 HRIGIST o Femear § [R4id 02.01.2025 B AR
do% @I BRI

doa # 1 At suRer @

$H | PRI BT 1 SIEIN]

w0

1 # Po TAM R D]
g g9 ERED, Mol TF 99 g319%d B0U0

2 21 ST FAR o
&I 91 WReTD, 31 AdH S0%0

3 o1 dlo YHIAR - e
&I 99 NRETP, 99 AREVT SIfSf—1980 S0W0

4 i 7Y Aaae = ey g
¥ 91 ¥AR&TH, HFRGIIYY JUee HIROITIY

N g9 o=

q& 99 WEd, e ufRgd &5

HITYR (Fare =)

d5@ ¥ wiAfa @ wewEdr =g o srfiT e fem wanfa TReN, e
T TR 9 Sl BiUe HAR, SU gEriE afiters), gR-ReiR o wir gwr
el wfea suRem & |

AR gRT W ey g gRa aftewor, 98 ool ST Original
Application No. 883/2024 News Item Titled "Experts Flag Large-Scale Clearing of Vegetation in
Mirzapur Forest" Appearing in The Hindustan Times Dated 03.07.2024% &R U A0

~ATITerd g1 ¥ ST ofd §¢ fever 23.07.2024 & qia7s & &9 § UIRAT amew
1 3faciie fomar, o e 8- :

1. This Original Application is registered suo-motu on the basis of the news item titled
"Experts flag large-scale clearing of vegetation in Mirzapur forest” appearing in The
Hindustan Times dated 03.07.2024. ,

2. The matter relates to the large scale clearing of a deemed forest area in Mirzapur,
Uttar Pradesh for a thermal power project being developed by the Adani Group. As
per the article, environmentalists have highlighted large-scale clearing of vegetation
using heavy machinery, and construction of roads and other structures in a forested
arca adjoining Dadri Khurd in Marihan Range of Mirzapur Forest Division of Uttar
Pradesh.

3. The article states that the area was to be notified a forest in 1952, but wasn't, and now
risks being developed under the terms of The Forest Conservation Amendment Act
or the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam 2023 which exempts
unrecorded deemed forests altogether from its purview, paving way for their
diversion for various infrastructure and other projects.
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4. The article highlights that this area is part of the proposed Sloth Bear Conservation
Reserve and is a crucial habitat for exceptionally rich and threatened wildlife of the
savannah and tropical dry deciduous hill forests of the unique Vindhyan-Kaimoor
ecosystem. This ecosystem also includes at least 24 terrestrial animals listed in
Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act 1972. Species documented in the area
include Sloth Bear, Leopard, Bengal Fox, Striped Hyena, Asiatic Wild Cat, Rusty
Spotted Cat, Sambar, Chinkara, Blackbuck and Mugger Crocodile. The range is also
a haven for birding, with grassland species such as the Indian Courser, Yellow-
Wattled Lapwing, Sandgrouse, Savannah Nightjar and several other species, many of
which are endemic, threatened, and migratory.

5. The article also brings to light that the same site was once proposed for a 1320 MW
Coal-based Thermal Power Plant by M/S Welspun Energy UP) Pvt Ltd, which was
later fransferred to Mirzapur Energy (UP) Pvt Ltd. When the project was still with
Welspun Energy. its environmental clearance was set aside by the Principal Bench of
the National Green Tribunal in Debadityo Sinha v. Union of India on December 21
2016, with a direction to restore the site to its original condition. Mirzapur Thermal
Energy (UP) Private Limited (MTEUPPL), a subsidiary of Adani Power Limited has
now applied for fresh terms of reference (TOR). The proposal states it’s for a 2x800
MW Coal based Ultra Super Critical Thermal Power Project (TPP).

6. It is further stated that the entire area of approximately 1000 acres where the project
is proposed is surrounded by notified Reserve Forest in all directions and is located
deep inside the Marihan Forest Range of the Mirzapur Division. This area is
significantly important for wildlife and catchment of several rivers which flows and
originates right inside the project site.

7. The above news item indicates violation of the provisions of The Environment

~ (Protection) Act, 1986 and Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.

8. The news item raises substantial issue relating to compliance of the environmental
norms and implementation of the provisions of scheduled enactment.

9. Power of the Tribunal to take up the matter sno-motu has been recognized by the
Hon’ble Supreme Court in the matter of “Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai
vs. Ankita Sinha & Ors.” reported in 2021 SCC Online SC 897.

10. Hence, we implead following as respondénts in this matter:

(i) Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Uttar Pradesh, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh, 17, Rana Pratap Marg,
Lucknow, (Uttar Pradesh)226001.

(ii)  Chief Wildlife Warden, Uttar Pradesh, 17, Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow
226001, Uttar Pradesh.

(ili) Ministry of Envieonment, Forest and Climate Change, Through its Regional
Office, Integrated Regional Office, Kendriya Bhawan, 5th Floor, Sector “H”,
Aliganj, Lucknow — 226020.

(iv) District Magistrate, Mirzapur, Rambagh Rd, Ramaipatti, Mirzapur, Uttar
Pradesh 231001.

...........
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HET e 9 ke U founTeser v v g 99 e (@ i) 51 et
aﬁsﬁ&ﬂaﬁﬂ?ﬁrW%Wﬁmmﬁuuwg@aﬁw&maﬂ?ﬁimﬁﬁwo
TS & Ul ARAT—1426 /652 (TH0sT0S10) fis 25 3FCER 2024 R A @7
e B T, Rl $@ e 20.11.2024 W RAiB 02.01.2025 @ A a1
ﬂ?ﬁ;mﬁﬁmaﬁ?@ﬁﬁmﬁaw@aﬂﬁmww,mww
IR AT, gAR g A @ wHer v e T qen wefe et BT
prIferd STeEl BT SEee RbaT| Mo SrERiERer BN TR gad e fa= e
23.07.2024 H Sfoaifed f5d w3 wedl W wf3q affy & e / fafder / fafdes
TEQSI TR e eror far, QRIETOTIORTT fagaR e e 8-

(@) #o VoS0t gRT WRT Sod ey RAid 23072024 vz W
Sfeeriag

““....The article states that the area was to be notified a forest in 1952, but wasn't, and
now risks being developed under the terms of The Forest Conservation Amendment Act or
the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhinivam 2023 which exempts unrecorded
deemed forests altogether from its purview, paving way for their diversion for various

infrastructure and other projects.”

#0 TAOSHOEI0 & BIT Y 2T 23.07.2024 T -3 Sfeaiad T2y &
g W ARET e & —

S8l % The Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 @& 37

YT UHR0T Bl SATH F SesTRa B @1 Y ¥, B\ § g Fea
the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 with Amendments made in 1988

and 2023 & AT UR-1A § Fr=fefeg geum 2

1A. Act to cover certain land.—(1) The following land shall be covered under the
provisions of this Act, namely—

(a) the land that has been declared or notified as a forest in accordance with the
provisions of the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1927) or under any other law for
the time being in force:

(b) the land that is not covered under clause (a). but has been recorded in
Government record as forest, as on or after the 25th October, 1980:

Provided that the provisions of this clause shall not apply to such land, which has
been changed from forest use to use for non-forest purpose on or before the 12th December,
1996 in pursuance of an order, issued by any authority authorised by a State Government or
an Union territory Administration in that behalf.

Explanation.—For the purposes of this sub-section, the expression “Government
record” means record held by Revenue Department or Forest Department of the State
Government or Union territory Administration, or any authority, local body, community or
council recognised by the State Government or Union territory Administration.

(2) The following categories of land shall not be covered under the provisions of this Act,

namely:—

Vol oy s e
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(a) such forest land situated alongside a rail line or a public road maintained by the
Government, which provides access to a habitation, or to a rail, and roadside
amenity up to a maximum size of 0.10 hectare in each case;

(b) such tree, tree plantation or reafforestation raised on lands that are not specified in
clause (a) or clause (b) of sub-section (1); and

(c) such forest land,—
(i) as is situated within a distance of one hundred kilometres along international

borders or Line of Control or Line of Actual Control, as the case may be,
proposed to be used for construction of strategic linear project of national
importance and concerning national security; or

(ii) up to ten hectares, proposed to be used for construction of security related
infrastructure; or (iii) as is proposed to be used for construction of defence related
project or a camp for paramilitary forces or public utility projects, as may be
specified by the Central Government, the extent of which does not exceed five
hectares in a Left Wing Extremism affected area as may be notified by the Central

Government.
(3) The exemption provided under sub-section (2) shall be subject to such terms and
conditions, including the conditions of planting trees to compensate felling of trees
undertaken on the lands, as the Central Government may, by guidelines, specify.

Wwvﬂwtgoﬁoaﬂaﬁﬁm%ommma%
ASEN X B ST UM ged e § ueiid 1320 WTEIE oFfd Tioll @re <
ﬁ@ﬁ%lmaﬁ@ﬁaﬁgﬁaﬁﬁmﬁzﬁﬁaﬁrﬁw%q
T IW-TE @Y, TeNie—we, Rre-foiR 4 wer my o ST

gRfE & aRI—117 & i femifsa 14 IR, 1952 (Herm=dp—1) & a9
feamT & Toe Refrewm dere17 § foran HIROTIQR & T &5 @e & 9+
ﬁmaﬂeﬁ@ﬁamﬁfaﬁﬁﬂm%mﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁmmwwszm
U™ 9 YPHR & —"F7 In exercise of the power conferred by section 117 of the U.P.
Zamindari Abolition and Land 1950 (U.P. Act 1 of 1951), The Governor is pleased to

~declare that as from the first day of November 1952, all lands whether cultivable or
otherwise except land for the time being comprising in \any holding.......... and all
forest within the village boundaries, site in a circles, which have vested in state under
the said Act, said subject to the exceptions shown in schedule and hereto, vest in Gaon
Samaj established for the circle.”

SUYw Afefhaas e arT F Ry & — |

Schedule-1:- Particulars of Uncultivated land and the extent to which the shall not
vest in Gaon Samaj- <] ¥ Al ¥ UM 378 @ F7 A7 7€ 2

Schedule-2:- Particulars of Forest and the extent to which the shall not vest in Goun
Samaj- ¥ Al & U WH—1225 B P9 G244 T 248 W T e e B
VIR 7 AN 800 T 843 UHS &bl T £ | ward Ry adarT # wd 2
2. frenfesrt Fefgr g™ o wrfem U357 / Sllooeofdio /  Jee

UToli—a9 9% /2019 fR+iw 01.07.2019 @ T WfeE, STR IS 9N, oS
Ferme—2) Td sl UHie-381 /oliooziofeio /e ueoff—ae
/2019 e 15072010 @ YHE WRE, a9 SR gew TR, dETS
(Wﬁa)aﬁﬂmﬁﬁawﬁgqeﬂﬁuﬁmw%“wﬁwaﬁﬁsﬁ
m~61?mﬁwﬁﬁﬂi&fwm43maﬁaﬁﬁwﬁw—zom
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fasnfoa 4f 26216 Yos (419 T 0o favam) & Weg S 138084 UFE Y vy
9 9 X8 & 98 AW W B YT ¥ S &u faMET @, @ W g
w1 gee Fefa e @ e R |

3. favry wfea, Sovo e, wafeRvl, 99 Ud Soerarg uRadH SFHT—2 TS & U3
T0—1705 / 81—2—2019-800(64) /2016 fald5 26.082019 (Herd—4) & wHH &
gRaTfad uRASHr 7 UH-ge gE A Sw B @ arel qfft @1 wem Wy 9
fafde er @) oA 8 BT @ R 9 1052 @ Refy G617
arEIfdd ol TE, W WIEeY  o—dl0aNS0d0—23 / 14—2—2019—
1905110,/ 2018 QT 28.06.2019 & el ¥ Ryenferard dveyr § yamr g7 &)
JTYET I AT |

4. DAl g RGN ARGTR a9 QAT & Pty umEie-024 / ARG
{37 03.09.2019 T U=DH—2585 / ARWIYR /15 a5 10.01.2020 (Wer=a—5) gRI
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““....The article highlights that this area is part of the proposed Sloth Bear
Conservation Reserve and is a crucial habitat for exceptionally rich and threatened wildlife
of the savannah and tropical dry deciduous hill forests of the unique Vindhyan-Kaimoor
ccosystem. This ecosystem also includes at least 24 terrestrial animals listed in Schedule [ of
the Wildlife Protection Act 1972. Species documented in the area include Sloth Bear,
Leopard, Bengal Fox, Striped Hyena, Asiatic Wild Cat, Rusty Spotted Cat, Sambar,
Chinkara, Blackbuck and Mugger Crocodile. The range is also a haven for birding, with
grassland species such as the Indian Courser, Yellow-Wattled Lapwing, Sandgrouse,
Savannah Nightjar and several other species, many of which are endemic, threatened. and

migratory.”
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“...It is further stated that the entire area of approximately 1000 acres where the
project is proposed is surrounded by notified Reserve Forest in all directions and is located
deep inside the Marihan Forest Range of the Mirzapur Division. This area is significantly
important for wildlife and catchment of several rivers which flows and originate right inside

the project site.”
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Para 02 of Order dated 23.07.2024 “The matter relates to the large scale clearing of a
deemed forest area in Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh for a thermal power project being developed
by the Adani Group. As per the article, environmentalists have highlighted large-scale
clearing of vegetation using heavy machinery, and construction of roads and other structures
in a forested area adjoining Dadri Khurd in Marihan Range of Mirzapur Forest Division of
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fawa— Hio =araterd NI 8RR siffiaeer, 7% fReell 17 Original Application
No. 883/2024 News Item Titled "Experts Flag L&rgc-Sca}e'Clearing of
Vegetation in Mirzapur Forest" Appearing in The Hmdustan Times Dated
03.07.2024 ¥ W0 =T gNI URG Y Rew 23072024 D
T # i 3 Hewliy Gite a2 ofe R w e |

@ AP T WE-417 /9w / —q4 / 2024—25, fami® 21.10.
2024 |

2—- Sfem WH g8 a9 weEe iR freme Sovo EEE @ ud
HEHT-DI0F0—-1346 /682 (TH00E0) 21.10.2024 |
3—  IUWI IATD—1832 / Moto / 10Re s 21102024 |

RN @ fadie 03.072024 & Y ¥ yHIRE waER "Experts Flag Large-Scale
Clearing of Vegetation in Mirzapur Forest” 1 %ici: WS+ o0 8U HI0 ~URIIT e
e afve, ¢ Aol # ahono Wear-ass /2024 & ®U A wiRem e ™ R
0 WA B sifReRw, 7 Kool g1 Original Application 'No. 883/2024 NEWS
ITEM TITLED "EXPERTS FLAG LARGE-SCALE CLEARING OF VEGETATION IN =~
MIRZAPUR FOREST" APPEARING IN THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DATED 03.07.2024

@ SR W A0 AT GRT W WA K g0 R 23072024 B AT

& o9 A Ry wRka sy man, o fremag & -

ORDER

1. This Original Application is registered suo-motu on the basis of the news item titled
"Experts flag large-scale clearing of vegetation in Mirzapur forest” appearing in The
Hindustan Times dated 03.07.2024.

2. The matter relates to the large scale clearing of a deemed forest area in Mirzapur,
Uttar Pradesh for a thermal power project being developed by the Adani Group. As
per the article, environmentalists have highlighted large-scale clearing of vegetation
using heavy machinery, and construction of roads and other structures in a forested
area adjoining Dadri Khurd in Marihan Range of Mirzapur Forest Division of Uttar
Pradesh.

3. The article states that the area was to be notified a forest in 1952, but wasn't, and now
risks being developed under the terms of The Forest Conservation Amendment Act or
the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvard han) Adhiniyam 2023 which exempls unrecorded

deemed forests altogether from its purview, paving way for their diversion for various
infrastructure and other projects,

civil court
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4. The article highlights that this area is part of the proposed Sloth Bear Conservation
Reserve and is a crucial habitat for exceptionally rich and threatened wildlife of the
savannah and tropical dry deciduous hill forests of the unique Vindhyan-Kaimoor
ecosystem. This ecosystem also includes at least 24 terrestrial animals listed in
Schedule [ of the Wildlife Protection Act 1972. Species documented in the area
include Sloth Bear, Leopard, Bengal Fox, Striped Hyena, Asiatic Wild Cat, Rusty
Spotted Cat, Sambar, Chinkara, Blackbuck and Mugger Crocodile. The range is also a
haven for birding, with grassland species such as the Indian Courser, Yellow-Wattled
Lapwing, Sandgrouse, Savannah Nightjar and several other species, many of which
ar¢ endemic, threatened, and migratory. _ :

S. The article also brings to light that the same site was once proposed for a 1320 MW
Coal-based Thermal Power Plant by M/S Welspun Energy UP) Pvt Ltd, which was
later transferred to Mirzapur Energy (UP) Pvt Ltd. When the project was still with
Welspun Energy, ils environmental clearance was set aside by the Principal Bench of
the National Green Tribunal in Debadityo Sinha v. Union of India on December 21
2016, with a direction to restore the site to its original condition. Mirzapur Thermal
Energy (UP) Private Limited (MTEUPPL), a subsidiary of Adani Power Limited has
now applied for fresh terms of reference (TOR), The proposal states it’s for a 2x800
MW Coal based Ultra Super Critical Thermal Power Project (TPP). . '

6. Itis further stated that the entire area of approximately 1000 acres where the projectis
proposed is surrounded by notified Reserve Forest i all directions and is located deep
inside the Marihan Forest Range of the Mirzapur Division. This area is significantly
important for wildlife and catchment of several rivers which flows and originate right
inside the project site. 2 ey

7. The above news item indicates violation of the provisions of The Environment
(Protection) Act. 1986 and Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980,

8. The news item raises substantial issue relating to compliance of the environmental
norms and implementation of the provisions of scheduled enactment. : ;

9. Power of the Tribunal to take up the matter suo-motu has been recognized by the

Hon’ble Supreme Court in the matter of “Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai
vs. Ankita Sinha & Ors.” reported in 2021 SCC Online SC 89 et
1C. Hence, we implead following as respondents in this matter: _ s e
(1) Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Uttar Pradesh, Principal Chief =
Conservator of Forests, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh, 17, Rana Pratap Mirg, =
Lucknow, (Uttar Pradesh) 226001. '
(i)  Chief Wildlife Warden, Uttar Pradesh, 17. Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow
226001, Uttar Pradesh. 5
(iii)  Ministry of Envieonment, Forest and Climate Change,_'-‘i?hmughffigs Regional
Office, Integrated Regional Office, Kendriya Bhawan, 5th Floor, Sector “H”,
Aliganj, Lucknow — 226020, : Al
(iv)  District Magistrate, Mirzapur, Rambagh Rd, Ramaipatti, Mirzapur, Uttar
Pradesh 231001.
11. Issue notice to the above Respondents for filing their response atleast one week before
the next date of hearing. -

12. List on 25.10.2024, :
"o Wy gRa aifdiever, ¢ faeeh &R uiRE sy s 2307,

2024 & TH N PUGY T a9 wivE®, ARSI 8, HengR @
THE-793 /0 / 10Re, Reh 16.08.0004 Foae-1) ¥ gurim T Ren),
T I A Semerr # 9 aew whfy o1 mew fvar ) R

e - e TR i siinin
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Jtems Titled “Expert flag large-scale clearing of vegetation in Mirzapur forest”
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“4. The article highlights that this area Is part of the proposed Sloth Bear Conservation Reserve and Is @

crucial habitat for exceptionally rich and threatened wildlife of the savannah and troplcal dry deciduous
hill forests of the unique Vindhyan-Kalmoor ecosystem, This ecosystem also Includes at feast 24
terrestrial animals listed In Schedule | of the Wildlife Protection Act 1972, Species documented in the

area Include Sloth Bear, Leopard, Bengal Fox, Striped Hyena, Asiatic Wild Cat, Rusty Spotted Cat,

Sambar, Chinkara, Blackbuck and Mugger Crocodile. The range Is also a haven for blrding, with grassland
uch as the Indian Courser, Yellow-Wattled Lapwing, Sandgrouse, Savannah Nightjar and several

species s
many of which are endemic, threatened, and migratory.”

other specles,

fag—4 W AA—

e & R e @1 (g R @ s o € ) §0 RRufl 9§ SR
7 i PR Y @) SfRRE %0908/ 14-3-44-78 feid-10 T 1982 gRT wfda & wdt
?|ﬁmﬁmfam,iﬁaa,mqémwuﬁammm@%l%ﬁwﬁmﬁm$
aﬁﬁmwwwmﬁmﬁéwmwmwrngmwmg
e wR @ M T far T g

“5. The article also brings to light that the same site was once proposed for a 1320 MW Coal-based
Thermal Power Plant by M/S Welspun Energy (UP) Pvt Ltd, which was later transferred to Mirzapur
Energy (UP) Pvt Ltd. When the project was still with Welspun Energy, Its environmental clearance was
set aside by the Princlpal Bench of the National Green Tribunal In Debadityo Sinha v. Unlon of India on
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December 21 2016, with a directlon to restore the site to its orlginal condition,
(UP) Private Limited (MTEUPPL), & subsldiary of Adanl Power Limited has
reference (TOR), The proposal states It’
Project (TPP)."

Mirzapur Thermal Energy

now applied for fresh terms of
s for a 2x800 MW Coal based Ultra Super Critlcal Thermal Power

fRz-5 W -
o) ) aravarea w8 §)

“6. Itis further stated that the entire area of approximately 1000 acres where the project Is proposed s
surrounded by notlfied reserve forest In all directions and Is located deep Inside the Marihan Forest

Range of the Mirzapur division. The area Is significantly Important for wildiife and eatchment of several
rivers which fiows and originate right Inside the project site.”
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“7.The above news item Indicates violation of the provisions of The Enviranment (Protection) Act, 1986
and Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980,
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